Eurostars for SME

Am I a Eurostar?
I am an R&D
performing SME

I plan to develop an innovative
new product, process or service

I want to gain access
to new markets

I want my product to be
rapidly commercialised

I want to cooperate
internationally

Eurostars is a joint programme between more than
30 EUREKA member countries and the European Union
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A PROGRAMME
TAILOR-MADE FOR SMEs
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EUROSTARS IN A NUTSHELL
Eurostars is a joint programme supporting R&D performing
small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs). It is co-funded
from the national budgets of 34 Eurostars c ountries and
by the European Union through Horizon 20201. Participating
countries e armark funds for their participants f ollowing national funding rules and procedures.
Eurostars has been carefully developed to meet the specific
needs of SMEs. With its bottom-up approach, it stimulates
international c ollaborative research and innovation projects that
will be rapidly commercialised. A Eurostars project must have
a civilian purpose and be aimed at the development of a new
product, process or service.
Eurostars is an ideal first step in international cooperation,
enabling small businesses to realise the many benefits of
working beyond national frontiers. Participation in a E
 urostars
project can become a passport to growth, further innovation,
an opening to new global markets and even greater business
success.
There are several European programmes designed to help
SMEs in their R&D activities. Eurostars has been running
successfully since 2007. It is the first European funding and
support programme to be specifically dedicated to support the
niche market of r esearch-performing SMEs in their innovative
R&D projects. Eurostars has an average of two application
submission deadlines annually. It is simple to apply, and organisations can obtain funds for p recisely the R&D projects that
fit into business plans.
This publication contains answers to questions frequently
asked by applicants during the application process. We hope
it will help you find all the answers you need and help convince
you to apply for Eurostars funding for your innovative project.
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Under Horizon 2020, the E
 urostars Programme is referred as Eurostars-2.

34

EUROSTARS
COUNTRIES
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1. ELIGIBILITY

Who can apply?

1

Research-performing SMEs can apply for funding under
Eurostars. Other SMEs, research institutes, universities and large enterprises may also p articipate but the
project leader must be an R&D-performing SME from a
Eurostars country.

What is the Eurostars definition
of an R&D-performing SME?
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To qualify as an R&D-performing SME, an organisation must
first comply with the EU definition of an SME1. In addition, it
must also meet the thresholds for dedicated R&D FTEs2 or
turnover, as defined by EUREKA:

or
or
Minimum number
Minimum % of
(where X is the number of FTE) of FTEs dedicated to R&D
FTEs dedicated to R&D
SME Headcount

whichever is fewer

Minimum % of
Turnover dedicated
to R&D

0 < X ≤ 100

5.0

or

10.00%

or

10.00%

100 < X < 250

10.0

or

10.00%

or

10.00%

This and all other eligibility criteria are described in detail in the Guidelines for Eligibility: http://bit.ly/RPFYaY

1
“SME” stands for small and medium-sized enterprises –
as defined in EU law: EU recommendation 2003/361. The
main factors determining whether a company is an SME are:
Economic activity, number of employees and either turnover
or balance sheet total. To qualify as an SME, an organisation must conform to the EC definition of an SME. (http://
ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/facts-figures-analysis/sme-definition/)

FTE (Full Time Equivalent) is a measure of worker involvement. One person working full-time is equal to 1.0 FTE. One
person working for 50% of the time is equal to 0.5 FTE. EU
documentation refers to Annual Work Units or AWU. AWU
and FTE are equal and interchangeable.
2

3

Are there any limitations on the number
of participants in the consortium?
The consortium must include at least two partners independent from
each other and established in at least two different Eurostars countries.
Organisations from any other country may participate (as a third
country), but only if two Eurostars countries are a lready in the project.
Subcontractors are not considered as project partners.

Are there any limitations in
a Eurostars consortium?

4

5

The work has to be done in-house by R&D performing SMEs, meaning that the budget (excluding
subcontracting) of the R&D performing SME(s)
located in a Eurostars country(s) has to be equal
to at least 50% of the total project budget.

6

There is no budget restriction for a Eurostars
project. But the budget must be realistic and in
line with the activities proposed. Funding limits
exist in participating countries.

How can I find potential partners
for my Eurostars application?
Contact your EUREKA National Project Coordinator
(NPC) for assistance in this matter. A list of NPC
contacts is found on the last page of this brochure.
Local Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) offices can
also support you in your partner search.

Which costs are eligible
for funding?
Each participating country funds its own
participants following national funding rules
and procedures. The eligible costs vary between
Eurostars countries. Your NPC can explain the
costs that are eligible in your country.

“

Jan Reichelt, Mendeley – Eurostars 4811 MAKIN’IT

Eurostars is open to all projects in all technology areas
and market fields, but projects must have a civilian
purpose. Business knows best, so Eurostars is ‘bottomup’ – the SME running the project defines its nature.

8

The project must be spread across different
international partners, meaning that no single
participant can be responsible for more than
75% of the total project budget. Equally,
the participant(s) from a given country cannot
be responsible for more than 75% of the total
project budget.

“Eurostars was a good introduction to p
 ublic
funding. The simplicity of the p
 rogramme and
its flexibility made it stand out from other
options.”

Are there limitations on the technological areas or market fields?

7

What is the maximum
budget of the project?

9

How long can a project last?

The project must be completed in 36 months or less.
Note: when preparing your Eurostars project, market
introduction of the project results should be within
24 months of the completion of the project.

2.
APPLICATION
APPLICATION
& SUBMISSION
&

What is the first step?

1

Always contact your NPC first. S/He can help you
understand national funding rules and procedures.
Your NPC can give you straightforward and
comprehensive advice and assistance with
the preparation of your application.

SUBMISSION

Where can I find out more about
Eurostars and the application
process?

2

3

All information about the programme, including the
application process, and more can be found in the
Eurostars website: www.eurostars-eureka.eu. The
‘Guidelines for A pplicants’ document explains in detail all
aspects of applying. These guidelines are updated regularly,
so please ensure that you have the latest version! To
access the application form and other information, you will
need to register online on the official Eurostars website.

What kind of information
should be included in the
project application?
An application must contain the online
application form and financial annexes for each
participant. You have the option of including
one additional annex. It is important that
each participant contact the relevant NPC to
find out whether additional documentation at
national level is needed.

4

How to submit the Eurostars
application?
Applications must be made using the online
application form, accessed through the
secure section of the Eurostars website.
Applications can only be submitted using the
online tool. A pplication forms and other documents s ubmitted via any other means will be
automatically rejected.

When can I submit
my application?

5

6

Eurostars has an average of two
application submission deadlines
annually. Check the website for more
information.

7

Can I change my Eurostars
application once it has been
submitted?
Once submitted the application cannot be
edited. Applications cannot be changed after
the submission deadline.

8

 I submit more than
Can
one project proposal at
the same time?
Yes, provided that you have the ability
to work on more than one project simultaneously should they be approved. Be
aware that you will have to demonstrate
your financial capacity to participate in
any project you submit.

What kind of support can I get for
the preparation of the application?
You and your project partners are strongly advised to
contact your NPCs who are able to provide you with up-todate information. NPCs will provide you with an understanding of the national funding rules and procedures as well
as clear advice and assistance with the preparation of your
application. Some participating countries also cover certain
expenses for consultants who can help you in preparing
the project documentation.

“

“It was very important for us to have a national
contact point to help us deal with questions at
the beginning of the project as well as throughout the development procedure.”
Admir Abdurahmanovic, Primekey solutions AB Eurostars 4759 CESECORE

The ‘Guidelines for Applicants’ can
be found on the Eurostars website

www.eurostars-eureka.eu

3. EVALUATION

1

What happens after I submit
a Eurostars application?
After the application submission deadline, a centralised
evaluation process starts, managed by the EUREKA
Secretariat (ESE). All eligibility criteria must be met before
the two-step evaluation process starts. At the same time, at
national level, participating countries are responsible for the
assessment of the financial viability of a project participant
to finance the activities declared in the Eurostars Application
Form a ccording to applicable national regulations.
Please check the confidentiality section of the guidelines for
completing an application, available on our website.

QUESTIONS REGARDING REGARDING ELIGIBILITY CHECK:

2

How are the eligibility
criteria assessed?
Eurostars applications must meet all eligibility
criteria in order to be considered for evaluation.
If a criterion cannot be definitely answered,
ineligibility will be conferred. A description of
the eligibility criteria and assessment method
is provided in Guidelines for Eligibility.

3

When will I be informed if
my Eurostars application is
complete and eligible?
Eligible applications will receive confirmation that
they have passed the eligibility check and are under
evaluation. Equally, unsuccessful applications will
be informed of their ineligibility. We aim to inform
applicants within 4 weeks of the submission deadline.

QUESTIONS REGARDING EVALUATION PROCEDURES:

4

Who evaluates Eurostars applications?
Eurostars applications undergo a two-step evaluation process:
• Step one: remote assessment of each application by three independent experts, matched to applications
according to their technological expertise, familiarity with the market applications and SME experience.
Applications that successfully pass the first expert evaluation step proceed to step two.
• Step two: the results of assessments are used by the Independent Evaluation Panel (IEP) to evaluate
and rank all eligible applications.

5

What are the evaluation
criteria?
The quality of applications submitted will be
evaluated on the basis of three pre-determined
criteria that are considered of equal importance:

6

The IEP evaluates and ranks applications.
It is led by a chairperson and includes
internationally recognised experts in their
field. IEP members are selected according to
the profile of applications and the technical
requirements at the time. They cover a variety
of professional sectors and working profiles.

a. Excellence (innovation and R&D)
b. Impact (market and commercialisation)
c. Quality and efficiency of the implementation
(basic assessment)

7

When will I be informed of the
evaluation results and whether
my Eurostars application is
approved for funding?

Jan Reichelt, Mendeley - Eurostars 4811 MAKIN’IT

• Approximately 4 weeks after the submission
deadline, applicants are informed on the eligibility of
their application.

• Approximately 19 weeks after the submission deadline, an official letter informs applicants
that are ranked above the quality threshold of the
availability of funding.

“

“Eurostars helped Mendeley to stay ahead of its
competitors by developing strategic technologies
faster than any of them.”

Eurostars has a very fast evaluation process.
Applicants are kept informed on the progress of their
application through the various phases below:

• Approximately 14 weeks after the submission
deadline, a ranking list is endorsed by the Eurostars
High Level Group (HLG). Applicants are informed
by official email whether their application is above
or below the quality threshold and if it is being
considered for funding.

Who is the Independent
Evaluation Panel (IEP)?
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How long does the approval
process take (from submission of the proposal to the
approval of the project)?

Within 4 months of the application submission
deadline, the EUREKA Secretariat announces
the list of projects that have been earmarked
for funding. Projects approved for funding
earn the right to be officially recognised as a
Eurostars project.

4. FUNDING

€

2

How are participants
funded once an application
is approved?

1

Eurostars adopts a decentralised funding
procedure. As such, participants do not receive
funding directly from the EUREKA Secretariat or
the EU. All funding to participants in approved
projects is managed by their respective funding
body, according to national funding rules and
procedures.

What are my obligations once my project is approved for funding?
All participants must contact their NPC in order to set up the national registration for funding.
The main participant must provide a copy of the final consortium agreement, signed by all consortium members,
to their respective national funding bodies (NFBs) and the EUREKA Secretariat within 12 weeks of the funding
results. Any promise of funding or support is dependent on an agreement being properly completed and on the
fact that the descriptions and clauses within it are consistent with the application that has been evaluated. It
is expected that the broad ideas and themes in the application form (particularly those concerning existing IPR,
access rights, exploitation, IPR division and profit sharing) are carried forward into the final consortium agreement.

“If we had not received funding from the Eurostars Programme we would not be where we are
today. Eurostars has given us the chance to go
through all the stages of prototyping”

Are Borgesen, Tidal Sails - Eurostars 4409 Q-SAIL

3

Who owns the project results?
Eurostars does not lay claim to any of the results of
the project. The participants own the project results
and any subsequently generated intellectual property.
The distribution of project results, outcomes and IPR
between individual partners should be well described
in the consortium agreement.

What is time-to-contract
in Eurostars?

4

How is an approved Eurostars
project monitored?

5

Eurostars projects are monitored at national and
European level. At European level, the monitoring
of the projects is done by the EUREKA Secretariat.
At national level, the monitoring depends on the
member country. You should contact your NPC for
further information. More details can be found in the
Guidelines for Participants.

Time to contract is defined as the time
between the a pplication submission deadline
and the signing of the funding contract.
The complete process, from submission
deadline to finalisation of the funding contract
can be achieved within four to seven months.

The guidelines are available at: http://bit.ly/1i6Scng
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SEVEN STEPS ON THE ROAD TO EUROSTARS
Your organisation defines a project and finds partners

1
2

Contact your NPC who will guide you through the application process, guidelines and funding opportunities

3

Submit your application through the Eurostars’ website: www.eurostars-eureka.eu

4

After four months your application will be evaluated

5

If your project has been approved, contact your NPC to obtain national funding

6

Finalise consortium agreement with your Eurostars partners

7

START!!

FINALISATION
OF FUNDING
AGREEMENT

vedran.didara@hamagbicro.hr

mportokallides@research.org.cy

BSMEPA

tel: +32 (0)2 600 50 31
mreumaux@
innoviris.irisnet.be

Mr Jens Peter Vittrup

Mr Urmas Uska

InnovationFonden

Enterprise Estonia

tel: +420 234 811 512
josef.martinec@msmt.cz

tel: +45 3363 7280
jpv@fi.dk

patrick.cornet@bpifrance.fr

tel: +49 228 3821 1346
nadja.rohrbach@dlr.de

GREECE

GSRT
tel: +30 210 745 80 64
agypa@gsrt.gr

GERMANY

Mr Gypakis Antonios

EUREKA/COST-Bureau, DLR

FRANCE

Ms Nadja Rohrbach

BpiFrance

kirsi.vaha-pietila@tekes.fi

b.vatashka@sme.government.bg

MEYS

Mr Patrick Cornet
tel: +33 1 41 79 84 38

tel: +359 882 94 97 17

Mr Josef Martinec

Tekes
tel: +358 50 557 7730

BULGARIA

BELGIUM - BRUSSELS

nicolas.delsaux@
spw.wallonie.be

Ms Bogdana Vatashka-Anavi

Innoviris

Ms Kirsi Vaha-Pietila

tel: +372 6 27 97 05
urmas.uska@eas.ee

Ms Szonja Csuzdi
NIH
tel: +36 1 484-2958
szonja.csuzdi@nih.gov.hu

Dr Ilze Beverte

ENEA

LAS

marc.ferring@luxinnovation.lu

(Private sector applicants)
tel: +352 43 62 63-668

Prof. Dr. Vasile Lungu

FCT

tel: +386 (0)1 400 33 36
urska.zupin@gov.si

Mr Emre Yurttagul
TUBITAK
tel: +90 312 468 5300 - 2183
emre.yurttagul@tubitak.gov.tr

Dr Sang Keun Lee
KIAT
tel: +82-2-6009-3195
sky1960@kiat.or.kr

SPAIN

MGRT

iwona.bogucka@ncbr.gov.pl

PORTUGAL

Ms Filipa Coelho

NCBiR

POLAND

Ms Iwona Bogucka

ieb@rcn.no

tel: +356 2542 3443

andreea.monnat@fnr.lu

RCN

tel: + 48 22 39 07 145

Malta Enterprise
brigitte.tanti@
maltaenterprise.com

Ms Inga Bruskeland
tel: +47 90 66 28 93

Ms Brigitte Tanti

tel: +351 213924300
filipa.coelho@fct.pt

Mr Oscar Fernandez
Moyano
CDTI
tel: +34 91 581 5607
oscar.fernandez@cdti.es

ANCS
tel: +40 21 318 30 65
vasile.lungu@ancs.ro

Ms Elisabet Nielsen
VINNOVA
tel: +46 8 473 31 07
elisabet.nielsen@vinnova.se

THE NETHERLANDS

tel: +352 43 62 63-668

FNR

aldo.covello@miur.it

Mr Graham Mobbs
TSB
tel: +44 (0)7824 599585
Graham.Mobbs@tsb.gov.uk

tel: +371 67 543 307
beverte@edi.lv

Mr Arnold Meijer
RVO.nl
tel: +31 88 602 25 82
arnold.meijer@rvo.nl

Ms Jana Stadtruckerova
SLOVAKIA

(Public sector applicants)

Dr. Andreea Monnat

tel: +39 06 9772 6465

SWITZERLAND

Luxinnovation GIE

MALTA

Mr Marc Ferring

ran@iserd.org.il

ROMANIA

imelda.lambkin@
enterprise-ireland.com

tel: +972 3 511 81 52

SWEDEN

MITA
tel: +370 5 212 7436
birute.bukauskaite@mita.lt

tel: +353 1 7272665

LUXEMBOURG

skr@innovation.is

LUXEMBOURG

tel: +354 522 90 00

LATVIA

Mr Aldo Covello

ISERD

ITALY

Mr Ran Arad

Enterprise Ireland

ISRAEL

Dr Imelda Lambkin

ICI

IRELAND

Mr Snaebjoern Kristjansson

SOUTH KOREA

LITHUANIA
NORWAY

tel: +357 22 205 052

tel: +32 (0)81 33 45 20

Ms Mathilde Reumaux

ESTONIA

tel: +385 1 23 52 628

Service public de Wallonie

HUNGARY

RPF

CYPRUS

Mr Marinos Portokallides

BICRO

Ms Urska Zupin
SLOVENIA

dvs@iwt.be

Mr Vedran Didara

Ms Birute Bukauskaite

TURKEY

tel: +32 (0)2 432 42 17

Mr Nicolas Delsaux

DENMARK

olaf.hartmann@ffg.at

IWT

BELGIUM - WALLONIA

tel: +43 5 77 55 4902

Mr Danny Van Steenkiste

CZECH REP.

FFG

UNITED KINGDOM

ICELAND

FINLAND

CROATIA

AUSTRIA

Mr Olaf Hartmann

BELGIUM - FLANDERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT YOUR NPC
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